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Tiarma Sirait was educated in the Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB), Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology (RMIT) and the University of Borås, Sweden (Master in Fashion & Textile 
Design). She has exhibited extensively throughout Indonesia and in countries around the world 
such as the UK, France, Japan, Sweden, Germany, Poland, Australia, China, Canada, Cuba and 
Malaysia, among others. She is a fashion artist, who aims to support diversity in Indonesian 
fashion through active participation in the local and international fashion scenes. Tiarma is 
passionate about developing the creativity of young Indonesian designers through workshops 
and internship programs and events. She sees her key role in the facilitation of fashion at Poleng 
Studio as a medium for expression and communication through various exhibitions, lectures, 
writing, performances and forums.  

TRANSPORTER AND TRANSFORMER

Art and Design production exists in a dialectical 
relationship between a society and the culture, and also, 
between an artist and the viewers. We all exist within a 
social system, which is seemingly internally coherent, but 
may not be easily translated outside. Our interpretations 
of cultures help us to take possible actions to create 
changes towards a positive direction; to use our creative 
work to extend and identify important aspects of cultural 
experience and enhance these in terms of people’s 
experience. However, the situation changes as one moves 
from one geographic and cultural location to another. 
We live in a complex transnational and global meeting, 
mixings and clashing of different cultural perceptions at 
an increasing rate and pace as never seen before. 
The basis of this project is the process of cultural 
interaction, in which I transport my culture and transform 
it in relation to other cultures that I meet in different 
countries and in different forms; I use clothing as my 
medium to express these ideas. These costumes are 
based on a combination of the influence of Indonesian 
Batik (East), European Victorian Style (West) and my 
personal style of design (Individual Axis). The costumes 
are not prêt-a-porter, or haute couture, but rather, 
conceptual costumes for the stage. They are designed 
to create a special experience on the stage and as 
such function as both fashion objects and sculptural 
installations.


